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PARTS OF SPEECH

Verbs

A verb is a word that describes an action (go, sit, put) or state
(be, live) and is nomally an essential element in a clause or
sentence. A verb is classified as transitive when the action affects a
person or thing called the object (We lit a fire), and as intransitive
when there is no object (She smiled).

Using the correct tense

Tense is the location in time of the state or action expressed by
a verb. English verbs properly have only two tenses, the present
(I am) and the past (I was). The future is formed with shall or will,
other forms of the past are formed with auxiliary verbs (I have been
/ 1 was being), and the past perfect is formed with the past tense
of have (I had been).

The tense used mostly comesponds to actual time, apart from
conventional uses such as the so-called ‘historic present, used for
dramatic effect in narratives (as in George gets up and walks over
to the window), and the future used in polite requests (as in Wil
that be all for now?).

However, choice of tense (called ‘sequence of tenses’) becomes
more complex in reported speech. If a simple statement such as
I'm afraid | haven't finished is put into indirect speech by means
of a reporting verb such as said, thought, etc., the tense of the
reported action changes in accordance with the time perspective of
the speaker: He said he was afraid he hadn't finished.

The tense of the reported verb can stay the same if the time
relative to the speaker is the same as that relative to the person
reported: She likes beans can be converted either to She said
she liked beans or to She said she likes beans, and | won't be
here tomorrow can be converted either to | said | wouldn’t be here
tomorrow or to | said | won't be here tomorrow.

*kk

Son: | can't go to school today.
Father: Why not?

Son: | don't feel well

Father: Where don't you feel well?
Son: In school!
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